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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 03 July 2008 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-24 have been presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new grounds of rejection set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country , more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, and 12-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0108035 Al to Herley et al., hereinafter Herley. 

6. As per claims 1, 16, 19, 20, 23, and 24, Herley teaches disclose a contents supplying 
system comprising a server (Figure 5 [element 510]) and a terminal device (Figures 3 [element 
360], 5 [element 530]), wherein the server comprises: 
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a unit which divides a contents into a first portion (Figure 3 [element 310]) and a plurality 
of second portions (Figures 2 [step 210], 3 [elements 300, 320], paragraphs 0010, 0020, 0022), 
each of the second portions including information continuously needed in reproducing the 
contents, a data amount of the second portion being smaller than a data amount of the first 
portion (Figures 3 [element 320], 4 [element 420], paragraphs 0026-0027); 

a unit which encrypts the second portion of contents by a predetermined method and 
transmits an encrypted second portion of the contents to the terminal device in response to a 
request of the second portion of the contents (Figure 2 [step 215], paragraph 0023), and 

wherein the terminal device comprises: 

a unit, which prepares the first portion of the contents (Figures 2 [step 230], 3 [element 
310], paragraphs 0026, 0033); 

a unit, which transmits the request of the second portion of the contents to the server, the 
request of the second portion including information which indicates a state of the terminal device 
and which is used by the server to determine the second portion to be transmitted in response to 
the request of the second portion (paragraphs 0004, 0029, i.e. recipient requesting content); 

a unit which receives the encrypted second portion of the contents from the server, and 
obtains the second portion of the contents by decrypting the encrypted second portion of the 
contents (Figures 2 [steps 230, 235], 3 [element 330], paragraphs 0026, 0033); and 

a unit which restores the contents from the first and the second portions of the contents 
(Figures 2 [step 245], 3 [elements 310+320 = 340], paragraph 0026-0028, 0033). 
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7. Regarding claim 2, Herley discloses wherein the unit which prepares the first portion of 
the contents comprises: 

a unit which transmits the request of the first portion of the contents to the server in 
response to input of a user (paragraphs 0004, 0029, i.e. recipient requesting content); and 

a unit which receives the first portion of the contents from the server and stores the first 
portion (Figures 2 [step 230], 3 [element 310], paragraphs 0026, 0033). 

8. Regarding claim 4, Herley discloses wherein the contents are moving picture contents, 
and wherein the second portion of the contents comprises a header information portion of 
moving picture data forming the moving picture contents (paragraphs 0022, 0038). 

9. Regarding claim 5, Herley discloses wherein the contents are the moving picture 
contents, and wherein the second portion of the contents comprises data corresponding to a 
specific portion in a story of the moving picture contents (paragraphs 0022, 0038). 

10. Regarding claim 6, Herley discloses wherein the contents are computer programs, and 
wherein the second portion of the contents is data defining a function which is utilized in the 
programs (paragraph 0038, i.e. executable programs). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 7, Herley discloses wherein the request of the second portion is 
continuously transmitted when the contents are reproduced (Figure 2 [step 225], paragraph 
0025). 
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12. Regarding claim 12, Herley discloses wherein the server transmits the identical second 
portions of the contents to a plurality of terminal devices (Figure 2 [step 225], paragraphs 0025, 
0027-0029). 

13. Regarding claim 13, Herley discloses wherein the server transmits different second 
portions of the contents to a plurality of terminal devices respectively (Figure 2 [step 225], 
paragraph 0025, 0027-0029). 

14. Regarding claim 14, Herley teaches wherein the second portion is formed by an identical 
common portion and an individual portion, and wherein the server transmits a combination of the 
common portion and individual portions different from each other to a plurality of terminal 
devices (paragraphs 0022, 0029). 

15. As per claims 15, 17, 18, 21, and 22, they are rejected on the same grounds as claims 1 
and 2 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herley. 
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18. Regarding claim 3, Herley discloses applying the invention to digital video files 
(paragraph 0038), but does not specifically teach wherein the contents are MPEG moving picture 
contents, and wherein each of the second portions comprises an I-picture data of the MPEG 
moving picture content. 

19. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have the digital video files of Herley be MPEG files and the second portions be I- 
picture data, since specifying the type of video files would have yielded predictable results such 
as alleviating network congestion (see Herley paragraph 0009). 

20. Claims 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herley in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,069,647 to Sullivan et al., hereinafter Sullivan. 

21 . Regarding claim 8, Herley does not teach wherein the request of the second portion 
comprises at least a part of the first portion of the contents or specific information, and wherein 
the server performs certification of the request of the second portion and transmits the second 
portion to the terminal device when the certification is correctly executed. 

22. Sullivan teaches wherein the request of the second portion comprises at least a part of the 
first portion of the contents or specific information, and wherein the server performs certification 
of the request of the second portion and transmits the second portion to the terminal device when 
the certification is correctly executed (column 7 lines 40-58). The interface unit receives the 
time sensitive key (TSK). The interface unit then requests the digital certificate from the 
programmable unit and a public key of the programmable unit is obtained. The interface unit 
then encrypts the TSK with the public key of the programmable unit and sends it the TSK. 
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23. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to request a 
digital certificate for authentication from the end device and then use a public key of the end 
device to encrypt the next transmission, since this would prevent unintended recipients from 
intercepting the contents, a point Herley considers in at least paragraph 0005. 

24. With regards to claim 9, Sullivan teaches wherein the certification is determined based on 
coincidence of the first portion of the contents which the server transmitted to the terminal 
device in the past, with at least a part of the first portion included in the request of the second 
portion or the first portion specified by the specific information (column 7 lines 40-58). The 
interface unit receives the time sensitive key (TSK). The interface unit then requests the digital 
certificate from the programmable unit and a public key of the programmable unit is obtained. 
The interface unit then encrypts the TSK with the public key of the programmable unit and sends 
it the TSK. 

25. Concerning claim 10, Sullivan teaches wherein at least a part of the first portion included 
in the request of the second portion or the first portion specified by the specific information is 
encrypted in column 7 lines 40-58. The interface unit receives the time sensitive key (TSK). 
The interface unit then requests the digital certificate from the programmable unit and a public 
key of the programmable unit is obtained. The interface unit then encrypts the TSK with the 
public key of the programmable unit and sends it the TSK. 
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26. Concerning claim 1 1 , Sullivan teaches wherein key information utilized for the 
encryption comprises time information of encryption of at least a part of the first portion or the 
specific information in column 7 lines 40-58. The interface unit receives the time sensitive key 
(TSK). The interface unit then requests the digital certificate from the programmable unit and a 
public key of the programmable unit is obtained. The interface unit then encrypts the TSK with 
the public key of the programmable unit and sends it the TSK. 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

28. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to dividing 
data before transmitting said data to a recipient, such as: 

United States Patent No. 6,976,166 B2 to Herley et al, which is cited to show the patent 
that issued from the published application used to reject the claims of the instant application. 

United States Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0028777 Al to Hennessey et al, 
which is cited to show sending the encrypted checksums of content data as a separate data 
packet. 

29. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTIAN LAFORGIA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3792. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

30. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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3 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christian LaForgia/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2139 
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